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Gabwell House

    Lower Gabwell,                

  Stokeinteignhead

     Newton Abbot  Devon  TQ12 4QS

      Tel. No. 01626 - 873454

Stokeinteignhead Parish Council

F.a.o. The Chairman

Dear Bill,

I know that the subject of local flooding is on the agenda for this month’s meeting after everyone has had the opportunity to digest the 52 page document produced by County. Sadly we cannot be at the meeting but I should like to raise two points, one of which appeared in the document and the other in the minutes of the meeting with Anne-Marie Morris and Owen Patterson of which we unfortunately were not aware.

In the document section 2.1.5 referred to the path of the watercourse through Lower Gabwell being ‘unknown’ while the minutes of the meeting on 6th March referred to land owners ‘allowing’ water to run off fields onto the highway.

On Rachel Avery’s advice I contacted Sarah Dobson, she passed my e-mail on to Mr. Robin Selby who kindly agreed to visit us to discuss the problems particular to Lower Gabwell. Clive Rees and I were able to complete his map as far as the path of the watercourse was concerned. Clive commented that, despite spending a great deal of money having the pipes under their land improved, his garden was again flooded by water running into his drive off the road when the road drainage system was unable to cope with the flow from further up the valley.

I drew attention to the fact that additional water was now being diverted onto our land and that the existing double pipes could no longer cope with the flow. The result is that the water overflows our ‘sump’, floods about 30% of our field for up to 4 months and, when the land is waterlogged, overflows onto the road often overwhelming the gratings installed by highways to accept the flow. I asked about the possibility of installing another pipe or ‘channeling’ the flow across the land but Mr. Selby stated that no-one should make any alteration to the existing route of the watercourse without first seeking permission from County. He suggested that County’s response would be ‘please don’t stop the water  from flooding your land’ since this is now an important part of the flood defense scheme, retaining water which would otherwise cause additional problems in the village. He did, however, agree that once the land was waterlogged discharge onto the highway was inevitable.

No-one can argue with County’s order of priorities, which places top priority on the flooding of homes, next on flooding of highways and lastly the effect on land. 

My conversation with Mr. Selby put my mind at rest that we, as landowners, are not being ‘blamed’ for the outflow of water onto the highway but rather we are being asked to continue to allow our land to soak up as much water as possible. If this situation means less chance of our friends and neighbours in the village being flooded out of their properties we, at Gabwell House, are more than happy to maintain the ‘status quo’.

Bernard and Lesley Stanley

Derek and Margaret Rogers
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