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When the residents of Stokeinteignhead were invited to the Village Green Open Day at the Village Hall, they were asked to give their feedback on the sort of play equipment they would like to see on the Village Green.  They spoke to Darren Moore, the representative for Playdale (a company which designs and builds playgrounds for children), and he recorded everybody’s comments. The poster recently displayed, which most of you will have seen, was an artist’s 3D impression of all the comments that came back from that Open Day.

As you can appreciate, the toddler slide at the Village Hall is less than adequate for children over 4 years of age and is what it is, a toddler slide.  This was one of the main issues regarding the play equipment; being age appropriate.  The equipment we are looking at is suitable for 3-16 year olds, and we hope this will help encourage children to take an interest outside the house, away from media, mobile phones and social networking. Further, the lack of exercise, obesity becoming more common, our children losing touch with nature (a problem which has been on the increase for 20 years) and the Government’s incentive since the Olympics to encourage children to participate in sport, have all played a part in the plan we have put together for the Green. Happily, all comments received in relation to this plan were positive.

This plan, which has been advertised in the shop and on the website includes: the football pitch, swings and a timber play trail, which would run alongside the trees and encourage health/fitness, balance and coordination.  The latter would be mainly low level apparatus such as a log walk, zigzag trail etc. and very much in keeping with the surrounding area. Two recycled table and bench sets are going to be donated, and there will be grants for wild flowers, apple trees and for anything required to encourage a variety of wildlife. 

We asked the Parish Council to approve seven of the thirteen Playdale items selected by villagers, which they did, and this enables us to go forward and apply for the various grants. These will pay for the play-trail, the Wildlife Area and housing for the mower. Our thanks go to Anna Leatherdale, who will be applying for these on our behalf.  

Further, there have been talks with Mr. Caddy from the local school in an effort to get the children involved with making bird boxes and planting etc. He was enthusiastic and fully supported our ideas. 

Finally, please look out for future fundraising.

I hope this letter goes some way to alleviate any worries you may have had about the Green, and assures you that we don’t want it to be turned into the O2 outside Play Park!

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like more information at: stokeinteignheadvillagegreen@outlook.com 

Yours sincerely,





Adele Counter
(Chair of the Village Green Committee)

Note: Baker’s Park and Ogwell Park in Newton Abbot are two of the play areas designed and fitted by Playdale.  Go and take a look!



