
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STOKEINTEIGNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
TUESDAY 17 JUNE 2014 AT STOKEINTEIGNHEAD VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM

Present: Cllrs Fearn (Chairman), French, Toomer, Hancock and Stoneman.
                Cllr Clarance (TDC/DCC)
                Martin Stewart (TDC)

Apologies: Cllrs Dagworthy, Hancock and Small
                                   
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk), 42 members of the Public


1. Cllr Fearn opened the meeting at 19.31. Apologies were given for time confusion. 
2. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the apologies of Cllrs Dagworthy, Hancock and Small.
Cllr Fearn welcomed everybody to the meeting.
Cllr Toomer proposed that the minutes of the last APM should be formally approved. The Clerk explained that these had been approved at the July 2013 meeting.

3. Bob Clowse addressed the meeting. There seem to be two sets of villagers; some who were born here and have lived here for a long time and ‘blow ins’. Perhaps the latter didn’t realise the perils of living in a village like Stokeinteignhead!
He explained that he had been nominated to attend a recent meeting at TDC to discuss the recent Flood Appraisal Report, along with Cllr Fearn, the Clerk and Cllr Clarance. 
Cllr Clarance was thanked for providing £2000 to its immediate flooding problems.
Anne Marie Morris MP was also thanked for making sure the Parishes issues were made aware of.
The meeting at TDC was also attended by representatives from the Environmental Agency, Devon County Council, Teignbridge District Council and the Flood Appraisal Report’s author, Robin Selby.

The Flood Appraisal Report is a first stage report. 
Up-stream issues may exacerbate the flooding problems downstream. 
An immediate issue is the silted up drainage system at Five Blades/Victoria Farm. This is an issue that the Parish Council is looking into.
There was discussion about blockages at Home Farm (Deane Road). A stone built culvert may have a leakage. DCC Highways are looking into this.
There was consideration given to the pipes at the Village Hall and at Deane Road. These may not provide its full capacity. DCC Highways have agreed to jet these pipes and should be done before any other works are done.

The available money (£230,000) from the Government has not yet been allocated to the Parish. It needs to be applied for. The EA explained that individual support grants or a general flood plan needs to be applied for. The general agreement was that the larger issue should be dealt with, rather than individual problems. 
Another detailed report will be commissioned and DCC have allocated the money for this to be done. The EA suggested that likely and real considerations should be made in this report, rather than impractical issues that could probably not be dealt with.

Responsibilities were discussed. The Parish Council have cleared and tidied the sand bag store and are looking at the implementation of an Emergency Plan.
TDC were also given lead authority on the flood alleviation scheme in Stokeinteignhead.

Cllr Fearn thanked Bob Clowse and introduced Martin Stewart (TDC).

Martin Stewart praised the villagers for attending this meeting. He has the flood appraisal report, which is available to parishioners.
TDC were keen to obtain input from relevant bodies. The EA provided very useful funding and practical advice.
The report will be updated to ensure that mistakes are rectified. The next phase will commence afterwards.
The report identifies many of the causes of flooding, particularly from 2012. It identifies the catchment and explains why some of the flooding occurs.

4. Martin Stewart explained that the next step is to complete a report for funding. Practical measures will be looked at to reduce the risk of flooding.
Bernard Stanley asked about an option about short term maintenance and jeopardising funding.
Cllr Fearn explained that reducing the level of risk would jeopardise the funding. It would not be acceptable to do nothing. Building ponds and adding new buddle holes would jeopardise the funding. A flooding forum, a nationally recognised committee is going to be set up. A site visit around The Grange is going to take place to look at the capacity of the drainage system.
Some things are above the Parish Council’s pay scale.
Bernard Stanley asked about the dredging of the stream at Pools Weir, which is obviously not a good idea.
Martin Stewart explained that Cllr Clarance’s money was considered at the meeting and looking at the drainage system at The Grange would be a good place to start. Dredging the stream at Pools Weir may exacerbate problems I the centre of the Village.

It was asked what the deadline for the next report is. The deadline for the report would be 2016. The 2016/17 date is created by priority and work load and has been agreed for Stokeinteignhead. The EA will check the report to ensure adequacy and this will then go to a panel to be considered. The report would be ready and it was noted that provided the Parishes case is good enough, the money will be available.

It was asked how many times the Village is going to be flooded before large works are done to improve the problem. It is impossible to answer this, and impossible to tell. It was noted that the Valentine’s Day flooding was noted, however the worst case scenario was taken into consideration. To clarify, the 2012 and 2014 flooding occurrences were noted. It was also noted that flooding on Valentine’s Day was not such an issue due to the time of the day it occurred and people were able to take action.

Bob Clowse reassured people that every short term action in the report is permissible to take place now and will not jeopardise the flooding. This was agreed by Martin Selby. There are many properties on the flood plain through Stokeinteignhead, which helps with obtaining the funding.

It was asked about the timetable for the short term plans, so that people are aware of what is taking place.
The Parish Council have already implemented their remit of implementations.
The £2000 from Cllr Clarance must be spent wisely. £500 has been promised to Rocombe. Cllr Fearn would like to have a site visit to look at the problems that need to be dealt with. As a matter of urgency, the Clerk is writing to residents in the vicinity to look at the issues. The Parish Council also met to discuss action points. Once the site visit has taken place, the Parish Council will have a better idea of the situation.

It was asked how the £233,000 figure was decided on. Martin Stewart explained that the figure came from a colleague putting together DEFRA funding. It was based on similar catchments throughout the Country. Due to the properties on the flood plain, the requested grant can be made larger than perhaps necessary. The solutions that could help the village will have to be supported with costing and evidence.
The Parish Council will not see the money. It will be spend on the Village’s behalf by various agencies. Local expertise and guidance will help to steer the solutions.
Home owners are encouraged to make their homes more resilient to flooding and this will not jeopardise the funding. 

Cathy French asked about the culvert at Home Farm. It was noted that it is not thought that there is a blockage, but old and new pipes may be causing a leakage. This is maintenance on the behalf of DCC, and should be looked at. Any problems on the highway should be made known to DCC. They are very keen to react to these problems.
It was asked who is responsible for clearing buddle holes. DCC are responsible to clear these. This is a huge contributing factor to the flooding. 
It was NOTED that the Parish Council are identifying important buddle holes and easements, and perhaps opening new ones to divert the water, dependant on land owners’ agreements.
The Parish Council is open to ideas and suggestions, and combating some of the problems in Ivy Tree Hill and Forches Hill.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Clerk had received an email suggesting clearing buddle holes with the funds provided by Cllr Clarance, however this is not acceptable.
Bob Clowse explained that there was a clear understanding that community effort does not mean that DCC should not do their ongoing maintenance. 
Cllr Clarance suggested that it is disgraceful that DCC would request that the Parish Council to pay for the clearance of buddle holes.

A resident asked how Rocombe stands in the flood appraisal. Cllr Fearn explained that Rocombe has been added to the Combeinteignhead flood report. Cllr Stoneman now represents Rocombe on the Parish Council. Martin Stewart explained the Rocombe is in a separate catchment, and a report has not yet been done for the area.
The Clerk would arrange a site visit with DCC to discuss issues at Rocombe.

Neil Simmonds explained that nothing has been done by DCC. Pressure must be put upon them to ensure works are done. They have a legal duty to keep the drainage system clear. Residents must contact them. It is not necessarily a job for the Parish Council, but for individuals to contact them. Everybody is affected. The Clerk would add contact information for DCC to the parish website.
Cllr Clarance provided contact details for DCC, and millions of pounds has been taken out of the budget. These cut backs have been horrendous and the coalition government are to blame for these cuts.
The buddle holes staff have been moved to pothole staff, and the back log of potholes has nearly been cleared. If people see a blocked buddle hole, people should consider clearing them.
It was suggested that if this is the case, a flood task force should be created to ensure drainage is clear.

5. Cllr Fearn explained that the National Flood Forum is a national charity dedicated to supporting and representing communities and individuals against flooding.
The Parish could set up a NFF committee to create such task forces and an Emergency Plan. The forum could discuss this. Alarm systems in the form of the church bells could be considered and farmers’ information could also be used.
Cllr French has offered to chair these meetings. Cllr Stoneman would also represent the Parish Council. Interested people should contact the Clerk if they wish to be part of the committee.
Bernard Stanley suggested that there are many people interested in helping with work and they could provide their names to the Clerk. The committee would look into this once a coordination process has started
Cllr Horton expressed a wish to start a task group to ensure that drainage systems are kept clear. Doing nothing practical would be a travesty and people must help themselves.
It was suggested that people with drains in their houses’ vicinity could clear them. 
Cllr Stoneman asked whether he could clear easements on the highway. This would be acceptable.

Flooding is always an agenda item at Parish Council meetings.

6. Cathy French explained that on Wednesday 23 June 2014, the shop is holding its AGM. If you would like to be on the committee or buy shares, please enquire at the shop. 
Cllr Fearn explained that the shop provides a great service to the Village, and should be supported by the Village as one of its assets.

Julia Snow requested a consideration for quiet Sundays; it was suggested that early morning use of strimmers and chainsaws should be considered. It was suggested that consideration should be given to their usage at certain times. This would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Toomer explained that the twinners’ association will be 40 years old next year. Cllr French asked whether the twinners’ association will be looking to hold a civic reception in the Village. Cllr Toomer suggested that this will be worked on and the Parish Council will be informed of this.

It was asked about the 20 mph speed limit in the Village and whether the Parish are still interested in pursuing this. Certain times of day are busier than others, however a speed limit is difficult to enforce. The school opening and closing times are very busy, and this is an ongoing issue. It was however suggested that it is not just parents, but also irresponsible car users.
If there is a need for a 20mph speed limit, the Parish Council could support a petition and the strength of feeling needs to be gaged. There are also people opposed to a 20mph speed limit.
Cllr Clarance explained that there is a volunteer run community speed watch initiative. The Clerk would speak to PCSO Colin Rider regarding speed limits.
Past Shaldon School the speed limit is 20mph, and many people do over 30mph. It was suggested that 20mph speed limits do not make a difference.

Cllr Fearn explained that there is a tally fund on the Church House Inn, raising money for two defibrillators and associated training. This is supported by St Johns Ambulance and will be linked to the 999 service.
A curry lunch on Saturday raised over £950, and a lot of work was put into this. These people were congratulated on such a wonderful event and the fund is now half way to its total.
A secondary issue to raising the money is also contributing to community spirit and people coming together.

It was asked when the Parish would get superfast broadband. It was suggested that the target date is 2016. Cllr Fearn would bring this up at the next Parish Council meeting with Anne Marie Morris MP and report back at the next Parish Council meeting.
There may be more than one petition, and this would be looked into.

Heather Small wished to say that FLICs is a great organisation for the Village.

Cllr Fearn thanked Sue Horton and Barbara Fearn for providing refreshments at this meeting, to parishioners for attending and his fellow Councillors.
The meeting was closed at 22.04.
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