








Our Ref: CTIL241882_VF14492_TEF80829.

Mrs Rachel Avery
Clerk to the Parish Council
7 Trafalger Close
Newton Abbot
TQ12 2SJ

14th March 2017

Dear Mrs Avery			

[bookmark: _GoBack]PROPOSED BASE STATION INSTALLATION AT CTIL241882_VF14492_TEF80829 HIGHER BABWELL FARM, HIGHER GABWELL, NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON, TQ12 4QN.
Vodafone Limited has entered into an agreement with Telefónica UK Limited pursuant to which the two companies plan to jointly operate and manage a single network grid across the UK.  These arrangements will be overseen by Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Ltd (CTIL) which is a joint venture company owned by Telefónica UK Limited and Vodafone Limited.
This agreement allows both organisations to:
· Pool their basic network infrastructure, while running two, independent, nationwide networks
· Maximise opportunities to consolidate the number of base stations 
· significantly reduce the environmental impact of network development.

Vodafone and Telefónica are in the process of identifying a suitable site in the Higher Gabwell area for a radio base station. The purpose of this letter is to consult with you and seek your views on our proposal before any planning submission is made. We understand that you are not always able to provide site specific comments, however, Vodafone and Telefónica are committed to consultation with communities on our mobile telecommunications proposals and as such would encourage you to respond.

As part of Vodafone’s and Telefónica’s continued network improvement program, there is a specific requirement for a radio base station at this location to improve the currently substandard 2G, 3G & 4G coverage to the surrounding area.

Mobiles can only work with a network of base stations in place where people want to use their mobile phones or other wireless devices. Without base stations, the mobile phones and other devices we rely on simply won’t work.

Please find below the details of the proposed site and the alternative site options considered and discounted in our site selection process: -

Our technical network requirement is as follows: 

· Babbacombe – CTIL241882_VF14492_TEF80829
· A site is required in this location to upgrade the currently substandard coverage within the area. 

The area is rural in nature with an undulating terrain capped by mature tress, which does make finding a location from which the target area can be covered challenging. The coverage area essentially comprises the small community of a few houses. Land uses are primarily agricultural with housing along the main streets. 

A number of options have been assessed in respect of the site search process and the preferred Vodafone option is as follows:

· Higher Gabwell Farm, Higher Gabwell, TQ12 4QN – NGR: 292001,069064
· The site is to the west of the search area and on low ground but given the surrounding community is in a bowl of lower land, it will enable the necessary coverage to be provided. The site has been 
located here as it does provide a large amount of natural screening with trees in the immediate area and trees in the wider landscape that will shield the masts from wider views within the community.

By being located outside the community, the mast will have a limited impact on the nature of the area whilst providing the much needed coverage upgrade required.

Alternative site options considered and rejected are as follows: 

· Port Tallon Farm, Higher Gabwell,  TQ1 4QT– NGR: 292220,  068698
· The owner was interested in hosting an installation but the area was considered to be more visually exposed than the chosen option and the site was discounted in favour of the proposed option.

· Higher Gabwell Farm East, Higher Gabwell, TQ1 4QL  – NGR: 292165, 068816
· This is an alternative location owned by the Landlord for the proposed option. It is positioned closer to the cell centre but the location is very open and there is no nearby power supply so the site has been discounted in favour of the proposed option.

· Crossways, Stoke Rd, Higher Gabwell, TQ1 4TQ – NGR: 292339, 068689
· The Site owner has not responded to our approach and is assumed not to be interested in our proposal.

· John Glanville Auto Centre,  A379, Higher Gabwell, TQ1 4TH– NGR: 292324, 068606
· The Site owner has not responded to our approach and is assumed not to be interested in our proposal.

· Teignmouth Rd Streetworks, Higher Gabwell, TQ1 4TH– NGR: 292369, 068653
· There is a very small area of verge upon which it is considered unlikely that it would be possible to install a telegraph pole and single cabinet hence this option has been discounted.

The Local Planning Authority mast register and our records of other potential sites have already been reviewed, the policies in the Development Plan have been taken into account and the planning history of the site has been examined.

All Vodafone and Telefónica installations are designed to be fully compliant with the public exposure guidelines established by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). These guidelines have the support of UK Government, the European Union and they also have the formal backing of the World Health Organisation.  A certificate of ICNIRP compliance will be included within the planning submission.

In order to give you time to send your comments or request further information, we commit to allow at least 14 days before an application is submitted to the Local Planning Authority. This 14 day period starts from the date at the top of this letter.

We would also be grateful if you could please advise of any local stakeholders or groups that might like to make comments. 

We look forward to receiving any comments you may have on the proposal.

Yours faithfully,




Rob Sinclair
Director

Sinclair Dalby Ltd
E: rob.sinclair@sinclairdalby.co.uk
M: +44(0)7879 425082
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